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Dear Students,

We've made every effort to be accurate throughout this little handbook — but web links,
college policies, government rules, and the like are all subject to change — so please let
us know if you find something that is “broken” or just needs to be corrected.

The two of us at DPCA who specifically work to help students with *“What happens after
high school” are Mr. Ritschard and Mrs. Akers, so please feel free to seek us out and ask
questions. But all your teachers have been through this process themselves, and so
have your parents, so feel free to ask any of us about our experience or to help you with
your process.

Happy journeying! Proverbs 3:5-7.

© Copyright 2010-2015 Erik Ritschard and Darren Patterson Christian Academy. All Rights Reserved.
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In the Beginning...

In the beginning, thinking about what might happen in your life after you finish
high school can be scary. And then it might be exciting. Then it might feel
confusing, and then it might be thrilling. Then you might get scared again. This
is all normal. Your life really will and does change when you finish high school,
so it's normal to be both excited and nervous. It's a definite step to a new stage
of living — a more adult stage of living — with far more freedom, and far more
responsibility.

The idea of this little handbook is to offer some suggestions that might help your
thinking, help you and your parents think together, and ease your way forward a
little. My basic assumption that guides what I've written here is that you are a
Christian, who, through your relationship with Jesus, would like to walk with God
throughout your life. If that’s not true or you're not sure, then some of what I've
written may not be very helpful. May I suggest that you read on anyway
though, and see if there’s anything here you can use.

If you do want to walk with God, then hopefully the reminders I've put here to
talk with Him, to seek Him, and to listen for His voice and His guidance will help
you do just that. They’re not just words. If you want to walk with God, then
you have to, well, walk with God. That means inviting Him to be in and part of
all you are and do, and expecting Him to lead and act. It’s a lifetime journey,
and a great one.

So, let’'s go on and explore a little: What happens after high school?




First Things First: Earning Your High School Diploma

Before we can go any further with plans for after high school, we want to be
sure you are on track with your class to earn your DPCA diploma. Your diploma
is your “ticket” to being able to go to college, join the military, or enter most
training programs or work environments. So let’s start with a few essentials to
ensure you are making progress in the right direction:

Graduation Requirements:

Every high school has a list of courses and credits you must complete in order to
earn your diploma and graduate. The following table shows DPCA’s list of
graduation requirements and the typical courses offered that will help you meet
them. The footnotes help explain things where you might have questions:

Credits Equivalent to Classes offered to fulfill Usually
Required Subject Req’d years or requirements taken
Areas semesters... which
year?
Biblical Studies 4 4yrs 8 semesters | Bible Study Methods/Romans 9or10
Apologetics/Missions 9or10
Old Test. Survey/New Test. 11or12
Survey
Biblical Topics/Spiritual 11or12
Formation
Online Bible Electives including | 11 or 12
dual credit
English and Literature 4 4yrs 8 semesters | English and Literary Themes 9or10

English and World Literature 9or10

English and American Literature | 11 or 12
English and British Literature 11or12
Numerous English electives 11or12
online including dual credit

History and 3 3yrs 6 semesters | US History 9or10
Government
World History and Geography 9or10
Amer. Gov't /AP Gov't 11or12
Philosophy 1 1yr 2 semesters | Philosophy and Critical Thinking | 11 or 12
(each class is one Philosophy and Culture 1lor12

semester)

! DPCA uses the traditional Carnegie unit for awarding credit: 1 year = 1 credit, 1 semester = ¥ credit.



Mathematics 3 3yrs 6 semesters Pre-Algebra 7,8, or 9°
Algebra Ia 8-11
Algebra Ib 8-11
Algebra I 83 -11
Algebra II 9-12
Geometry 9-12
Trigonometry, Stats, and Func. | 11 or 12
Adv. Math or Pre-Calculus(may | 11 or 12
be DIS? or online)
Finite Math 11o0r12
Calculus or AP Calculus (online) | 11 or 12
Consumer Math 11or12
Online Math Electives 11or12
Sciences 3 3yrs 6 semesters | Physical Science 9or1i0
Biology 9or10
Marine Science (online) 11-12
Earth Science (online) 11-12
Environmental Science 11-12
Chemistry or AP Chemistry® 11or12
Physics or AP Physics 11or12
Foreign Language 2 2 yrs 4 semesters Latin I, IT, ITI, IV (may be DIS) | 9,10, 11,12
Spanish I, I1 (III, IV by DIS) 9,10,11,12
French I, II (III, IV by DIS) 9,10,11,12
German I, II (III, IV by DIS) 9,10, 11, 12
Other Languages (DIS 9,10,11,12
Art/Music/Drama 1 lyr 2 semesters Music (may be DIS) 9,10,11,12
Drama 9,10,11,12
Other Electives (may be DIS) 9,10,11,12
PE/ Health 1 1yr 2 semesters® Interscholastic sports 9,10,11,12
P.E. Electives (may be DIS 9,10,11,12
1
Computer Applications 2 Integrated’ Taught across the curriculum All grades
|
Study Skills 2 Integrated Taught across the curriculum All grades
1
Free Electives 1 2 semesters® Free Electives or additional core | 9,10,11,12
|
Senior Portfolio 0 Integrated Req'd of all seniors for
graduation
Total Credits 24
Required

2 If taken in 7" or 8" grade does not count as high school math.

3 If taken in 8" grade does not count as high school math.

* DIS is Directed Independent study: see explanation, below.

5> AP Sciences are online only

6 PE/Health credits can also be earned through interscholastic sports; most DPCA students do so.

7 “ntegrated” means that the course requirements are integrated throughout other courses and thus these
are not stand-alone, discreet courses. Course completion is accomplished and credit awarded through the
senior portfolio in which students demonstrate competence in both computer applications and study skills.
8 Many classes other than those listed here are also possible by consultation with teachers and
administration, and may include Colorado Mountain College courses, online high school courses, online dual
credit courses, locally mentored DIS courses, or other arrangements. Students and parents interested in
pursuing additional courses should indicate their interest on the enroliment form and contact the
administrator. Some courses require additional fees. Elective classes offered through Eagle Online are

too numerous to list; please inquire at the office.



Important!

These requirements are the minimum required to earn your diploma. Most four-
year colleges have additional requirements, so our recommendations for college-
bound students are 4 years of mathematics® and 4 years of science, rather than
the minimum requirements noted here. If you aren’t sure about your plans after
high school, the best way to have the most options is to complete a college-
bound curriculum with the 4™ year in both math and science.

Typical Course Sequence:

The table below shows a typical course sequence for a high school student at
DPCA over four years. Classes or categories of classes in regular type are
required for all students; classes noted in /talics are electives to be chosen by
the individual student and his or her parents. There are four class blocks
available on alternating days. Traditional classroom classes are offered in
alternating years. For example, a student who takes English and World Literature
the freshman year would take English and Literary Themes the sophomore year,
and vice-versa. Online courses may be accessed in any year. Courses offered in
2015-2016 appear below in black.

9" Grade 10" Grade
1. Bible: 1. Bible:
Bible Study Methods/Romans or Apologetics/Missions or Bible Study
Apologetics/Missions Methods/Romans
2. English: 2. English:
English and Literary Themes or English and World Literature or
English and World Literature English and Literary Themes
3. Mathematics: 3. Mathematics:
Algebra | or Geometry or Algebral ll Algebra Il or Geometry
4. Science: 4. Science:
Physical Science or Biology Biology or Physical Science
5. History and Government: 5. History and Government:
World History/Geography or US History US History or World History/Geography
6. Foreign Language Elective 6. Foreign Language Elective
7. Study Hall or Elective 7. Study Hall or Elective

° For college bound students, the four years of mathematics should include at minimum Algebra 1, Algebra

2, and geometry and/or higher maths.



11" Grade 12" Grade

1. Bible: 1. Bible:
Biblical Topics/Spiritual Formation or Old Testament/New Testament Survey or
Old Testament/New Testament Survey Biblical Topics/Spiritual Formation
2. English: 2. English:
English and American Literature or English and British Literature or
English and British Literature English and American Literature
3. Mathematics:
Algebra Il or Geometry or 3. History and Government (11 or 12):
Math Elective American Government or AP Government
4. Science: -or-
Chemistry or Physics or AP Sciences 3. Phil and Critical Thinking/Phil and Culture (11
Marine or Environmental Science or12)
5. History and Government (11 or 12): 4. Mathematics:
American Government or AP Government Math Elective
-or- 5. Science:
5. Phil and Critical Thinking/Phil and Culture (11 Marine or Environmental Science
or 12) Physics or Chemistry or AP Sciences
6. Elective 6. Elective
7. Elective 7. Elective
Elective Elective
Elective

Policy on Advancement for High School Students:

Beginning with the ninth grade, students must accumulate credits and make
progress toward graduation. You may be permitted to advance in grade level
even if you have not earned all the credits required, but will no longer be on
track to graduate with your class until the missing credits are earned. For
example, a student who failed to pass a required class such as English or Bible
during the 9™ grade year could still advance to 10" grade standing, but would no
longer be eligible for graduation with his or her class until the required credits
were made up.

Senior Portfolios

In addition to course requirements, all seniors at DPCA are required to present a
Senior Portfolio prior to graduation. The Senior Portfolio is a capstone project at
DPCA enabling the graduating senior to capture in one place the highlights of his
or her high school experience, including academic work, athletic achievements,
mission and service, vision for the future, samples of best work, etc. The
Portfolio has more than one purpose: it's compilation serves as a time of



reflection, gratitude, and confidence-building for the student, and it provides a
valuable tool for school staff and the school board to assess and evaluate the
work of the school as a whole, thus allowing graduating seniors to have input into
the future success and improvement of DPCA.

As you continue in high school at DPCA, you will need to be aware of and
gathering the materials noted below and saving them in digital form for later
inclusion in your Senior Portfolio. The Senior Portfolio is a graduation
requirement at DPCA, so you will want to insure that you gather all the needed
elements. During your senior year, you will receive additional instructions and
help for putting the Portfolio together.

The Portfolio consists of 6 sections or folders, labeled as follows:
1) “Your Name” Résumé and Personal Vision (John Smith’s Résumé and
Personal Vision)
2) Missions and Community Service
3) Study Skills and Computer Applications
4) Best Work
5) Achievements and Awards
6) Board Letter

The portfolio is an all-digital presentation, except that if you have accompanying
material to display, (such as a souvenir from a mission trip) you may. The
presentation and all your materials need to be contained on one USB drive, and
should be arranged using PowerPoint® or a similar program to tie it all together.
Graduating seniors must present a Senior Portfolio to the school board and
guests on the evening scheduled just prior to graduation. The folders noted
above must contain at least the following elements from your 9" — 12" grade
years:

1. Your Vision Paper from Philosophy and Culture class. Place in the folder
labeled “Your Name Résumé and Personal Vision”

2. A personal résumé, also placed in the “Your Name Résumé and Personal
Vision” folder.

3. Documentation of at least 48 clock hours of community service (at least 16
hours of which must be exclusive of school or other mission trips, and
including no more than 24 hours from any single event).’® Placed in the
“Missions and Community Service” folder.

4. Presentation of the student’s experience on at least one school mission
trip.** This should include a journal from the trip recording daily or at least

1% Documentation is a journal containing the dates and times of service, a brief (about one paragraph)
description of the service rendered, and an additional paragraph reflecting on what the student gained,
provided, achieved, or learned and the impact of the service in the student’s life and in the lives of those
served.

! This is a written or digital presentation describing the mission trip, who we served, and the outcomes of
our efforts. Elements to include are a daily journal of the trip that clearly shows beginning and ending dates



periodic activities from the trip, photos, and at least a two-page reflection
paper giving a brief description of who benefited from the student’s
activities and what benefit they received, and describing what the student
learned and gained from the trip. If the journal is thorough, it may include
all these elements and be presented as one piece. Elements 3 and 4
should be placed in the folder labeled “Missions and Community Service.”

5. Electronic presentation giving evidence of completion of the requirements
for Study Skills and Computer Applications:*? All these elements should be
placed in the folder labeled “Study Skills and Computer Applications.”

A sample word-processed document such as a research paper.

A sample spreadsheet

A sample database project

A sample presentation (PowerPoint® or similar)

A sample desktop publishing document (pictures, drawings,

shapes, banner headlines, etc. combined in one document)

Five sample pages from the student’s personal assignment

notebook, from five different months in at least two different years,

completed.
g. A graded mathematics test; best work, junior or senior year
h. A graded history or philosophy test; best work, junior or senior year
i. Additional study skills exercises specified by teachers.*?

6. Four-six additional samples of the student’s best work from any other
combination of classes and assignments. Place these elements in the
folder labeled “Best Work.”

7. Athletic or other awards, scholarships received, notes of special
achievements, etc. Place elements from this part in the folder labeled
“‘Awards and Achievements.”

8. A letter addressed to the school board, capturing the best things the student
learned and gained from their time at DPCA. Thank you’s to the board
and any other special teachers, mentors, parents, etc. are also
appropriate in this letter. The letter should generally just be one page. Be
sure to write it in formal style and sign it. Place in the folder labeled “Board
Letter.”

"0 T

—

The senior portfolio is contained all on one USB drive (Which should be clearly
labeled with the student’s name and which will be returned later). On the USB
drive, then, would be folders containing each of these elements, and a separate
file that is the student’s PowerPoint presentation to the board.

The presentation consists of the student in front of the school board and other
invited guests, using PowerPoint or similar to show the elements noted above to

and reflection on each day, photos, and a summary reflection of the trip as a whole, including impact on the
student’s life and the lives of those we served.

12 These elements can count double-duty as both fulfilling item number 1 and item number 6, but they
should be placed in both folders.

13 Elements a-e should be digital copies; elements f — i may be copies of paper scanned and included in the
digital presentation. If you need help scanning documents, please ask Mr. R or Mrs. Akers.



the audience. The student should have a central idea or theme to tie the
elements together. Sample themes might include, “Ready for the Next Chapter”,
“Equipped for College”, “Challenged to Serve”, and the like. The senior will then
connect the items noted above to demonstrate why the theme is true. The
presentation must specifically include a summary of the student’s vision paper,

but elements from all five folders must also be included.

The time spent in preparation for the presentation should be:
1) Assembling the elements in the list above.
2) Thinking of the central theme or idea.
3) Creating the PowerPoint that shows off the elements in the portfolio.
a. The PowerPoint should have embedded links to the elements or
show them embedded in the presentation. If you don’t know how to
do this, ask Mr R.
b. The PowerPoint should have at least a couple of pictures.
Additional pictures, music, videos, etc. are optional.
4) Practicing the presentation prior to the event so that the student feels
confident.

Quality completion of the portfolio is a requirement for graduation from
DPCA, and is graded as an element of either philosophy class or senior Bible
class, whichever is appropriate for the given year. Any questions regarding the
completion of the portfolios and the preparation of the presentation should be
directed to Mr. Ritschard.

Questions regarding these requirements? Please email the administrator at
admin@dpcaweb.org, or call the school office: 719-395-6046.

Now that we’ve reviewed the requirements you need to meet to earn your very-
important high school diploma, let’'s continue our journey of thinking about life
after high school: what's next?




What Am I Supposed to Do Next?

How do we know what we’re supposed to be “when we grow up?” How do we
know what work to pursue, or what kind of schooling or work we should look for
after high school? How do I find God’s will for me? What about relationships and
getting married? How do I know where I should live? How will I make enough
money? I suggest that if you want to know the answers to those questions, you
actually should start by asking some others, ones like...

e What does it even mean to “do God's will” or “to find God’s will”?

e What kind of work do I think I might be made for?

e What kind of person do I want to be?

e What has God made me good at?

e What am I interested in?

e What issues in the world make me angry? Sad? Hopeful? Enthusiastic?

e What big problem would I love to be part of solving?

e Am Iin charge of planning my future, or is God?

e What am I expecting from my life?

e How do I want to be remembered 100 years from now?

e Do I really want what God might have for me, or am I afraid of that?

e As I get older, what does “trusting God” look like in the midst of my real
life?

e If I remember that I have only one life to live, and that it will soon be
over, how do I want to invest it?

The point of all these questions is to explore who the Lord has made you to be,
and try to get to know a little better who God is and how He might lead you and
work in you. It is exciting that God has made you unique and individual;
designed to express part of who He is through who you are, both as that unique
individual and as part of the larger community of Christians all around the world.



God does have plans for you, and they are good plans in which He invites you to
participate.

My guess is you've already been thinking about some or all of the questions I
listed. My intention in listing them here is to renew your thinking, and perhaps
help you make it more purposeful. If you're willing, I think the most fruitful way
of getting started would be to spend about one day to one week thinking about
your answers to each of these questions, and then taking some time to pray
about your thoughts with God. That would be about a two to twelve week
project: I think the longer the better. (However, if you are a senior and you've
not really thought about these things before, you might need to make the
process go a little faster!) Jot down some of your thoughts so you can keep track
of them. Think up some other questions. Ask God what He wants to say to you.
Think about Biblical principles that might apply to your answers or ideas. As you
do some of your regular or school-related Bible-reading, look for ideas or clues
that might give you some insight into these things.

The point of all this is that looking for or thinking about a career or a college
major or a course of study or a wife or a husband to marry or a place to live or a
job to do before you have much sense of who you are in Christ and in His world
is pretty much getting things backwards. The Bible says, “But seek first His
[God's] kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.” (Matthew 6:33, NIV) Well, what does that mean, really? What does
that look like as a place to begin dealing with all the good questions you have
about your future?

I think when the Bible says to “seek first His kingdom” it means exactly that —
that we are to begin with looking for and working to understand what it is that
God has done and is doing, what it is to be in tune with God'’s righteousness, and
then, in the context of what we're talking about here, how does that touch me?
This is where my list of questions comes from. You are one of God'’s kids
functioning in God’s world. What does that mean? I can tell you some things I
think it means, but you need to explore it for yourself as part of your “seeking.”

My experience with life and my understanding of the Bible both make me think
that the better you can answer the kinds of questions up above, and the more
you seek to know what God thinks as you try to answer them, the easier it will
be for you to know the next step; to find the answer to your next question.

What happens, I think, is that as you seek God by asking Him about these
things, He begins to work in you - and you begin to find yourself developing a
sense of mission and purpose about your life. “I think I want to be this kind of
person.” “I think I want to always be committed to . As you
develop a sense of mission and purpose, I think you'll begin to develop a sense




of vision: “Hey, I could really accomplish what I want my life to be about if I did
‘this’f’ The more you begin to develop a sense of mission, purpose, and vision,
the easier it will be for you to make decisions about those other questions:
“What career?” “What spouse?” “Where will I live?” and so on.

In fact, my experience has been that often as I just stick to trying to live out my
sense of mission, purpose, and vision, God makes things just sort of happen that
end up being the answers to those other questions. I met a great girl who
turned out to be just the right person to go through life with, and now we've
been married for more than half my life. I went to a college that I loved and
studied a subject that was very interesting — then changed direction later and
went to a different college and studied something all together different. Since
leaving high school, I've lived in five different communities in four different
states, and found many things to enjoy about each place. I've also found many
difficult things and challenges along the way, because that is also part of life.
The point is, as I've tried to walk with God through life, I've been learning that I
can trust Him to provide answers that I need when I seek Him. I think you can
trust Him, too.

So my best suggestion right now is to set this aside, and spend some time
reflecting, praying, talking to your parents and others you trust, and seeing what
kind of answers you can come up with for our list of questions. Then, when
you're ready, perhaps the rest of this handbook will prove to be useful as you
look at and think about some of the details that come later. But first, seek His
kingdom, and His righteousness... (Matthew 6:33)




Working Out Your Mission, or

What DO I want to be when I grow up?

I'm going to assume, now, that you’ve made progress in deciding what kind of
person you'd like to be. I'm assuming that you are developing a sense of what
you might be good at, what God might have made you to be and do. It's
probably good to say right here that I've chosen these words progress and
developing on purpose. We don't “arrive” one day with all the answers, knowing
how everything is going to go with everything all figured out. So you can expect
this process to be an ongoing one, part of your whole-life journey with God.

Still, we have to start somewhere, and so hopefully you've begun to discover
some ideas about your life’s mission and purpose, and maybe the beginnings of
some vision. Excellent! So what needs to happen before and after high school
graduation to get you from being a high school student to an adult with a
mission?

Well, at some point you need to sharpen the focus of this developing sense of
mission, and begin to work on more specific vision, or a more specific sense of
what kinds of work will lead to the fulfilling of your mission as well as supporting
yourself as an adult in the world.

Perhaps as you've been thinking, you’ve come to a very clear sense of what path
and career field you wish to pursue. If you have, skip this section and go on to
the next one. If not, stay here and we'll talk a bit about exploring career
possibilities.

Again, the first step is to know things about yourself and be conversing with God
about these things. Do you feel like you would like to work with your hands and
that God is affirming that in you? Then you probably don’t want to be, say, a
lawyer, for example. Are you inspired to work for justice in the world, love to
read and study, enjoy discussion with others, and sense that God has made you
just that way? Then maybe being a lawyer would be perfect.

God made you to be you — he didn’t make you to be Johnny or Suzy, He made
Johnny and Suzy to be Johnny and Suzy. (See 1 Corinthians 12:4-21) If He
made you to be you, then He wants you to be you. If He wants you to be you,
then He wants and expects that what you DO will be reflective of who you ARE.
(Are you still following this?) That is, if God constructed you in such a way that
you would make an excellent murflekeeper or a rastermaster, it is unlikely that
He will lead you to be a waftor maker, or a boostermeister, or even a
professional flooperzoner. Right?



I'm intentionally using nonsense words here, because we have a bad tendency to
rank jobs according to salary or fame or some other such thing that our culture
thinks is important. In doing so, we can become convinced that we should do
such and such a job, when that job is really not such a great fit for who we are.
What's important is not to do work that the world around you thinks is great, but
to do work that God thinks is great for you because He made you to be a great
fit or that work. If the work you do is a great fit for you because of how God
made you, you can be sure that you will be effective at doing it, and your work
will both support you and be a blessing from God to those who are in contact
with you.

I think it is safe to say that the work God has for you is characterized more by
what'’s involved in doing the work than by the job title. I think He wants you to
ask Him, and to follow where He leads. I think you can be assured that you will
like the work God asks you to do, and get a deep sense of satisfaction from it.
This doesn’t mean that it won't be very challenging or even really hard at times,
but that over time there will be a deep sense of “rightness” that you are engaged
in work you were meant to do.

What does all this mean as you're getting started? I think it means that you
should look for and expect to find work that is appealing to you, and that you
should also expect God to guide you as you think. Maybe He will work through
your parents’ input, maybe through a teacher’s, or maybe through a quiet sense
in your heart that you are on the right track.

There are many problems in the world that need to be solved, and many people
who need what you can do — so you can have tremendous confidence that what
God has made you and will lead you to do will make a big difference in people’s
lives and in the kingdom of God if you do it faithfully the best you can.

Now we still haven’t answered the question, "But WHAT should I do?” Below is a
list of resources that talk about careers, describe careers, tell you how to get
started in careers, and just generally help you explore. The more you explore,
the more you'll know and grow. The more you explore, the more you'll be able to
ask more questions, explore in more depth, and talk with those around you
about what you're finding. So if you have no ideas at all, jump in anywhere. If
you have some ideas about your career to start with, begin learning more about
the job you're already thinking you might like. You'll find that either you begin to
like it even more, or you begin to say, “Whew, that’s not for me.” Either result is
good, and helps clarify your thinking. Remember, in all of this it is important to
continue to converse with the Lord about what you are finding. “This looks
interesting, Lord, would this be a good place for me?” “I think I could be really
excited about working with people like that, Lord, is that what you have for me?”



Career Interests

You are looking for more information about vocation and career: What does a
rastermaster do? (Or a mechanical engineer, or a nurse, or a Clean Water
Development expert working with World Vision?) What you need is more insight,
more information, more ideas. You can go directly to a company or organization
website (such as www.worldvision.org) to learn more about what they do. Or
just Google a job you‘ve heard about and see what turns up. Or Google a cause
or problem you'd like to work on and begin to learn what companies and
organizations work in that area. Then go to those websites to learn more. The
point is, make it an active process, and enjoy seeing all the amazing things that
people get to do. Here are some more ideas:
Use the Interest Profiler at http://vcc.asu.edu/o_net/profiler.shtml to help
identify areas of interest and how they relate to careers. Your results will

give you categories of careers that may interest you.

Try www.christiancollegementor.org. Go to “Career Center”, then “Career
Self-Assessment”, then “My Interest Finder.” You'll have to create a free
account. This site also has a lot of career and Christian college

information.

Go to Petersen’s www.mystudentedge.com. DPCA
has a portal there, but you'll have to set up a free
personal account. It includes career tests and LOTS
of other college planning information. Go to:
www.mystudentedge.com, Select New User, Enter
Access Code (get from Mr. R), complete registration
page (create a user name and password) and dive
in! There are commercial materials available on the
site, but much of the info is free.

Look at the back of your ACT results. This shows the

MyStudentEdge is a

great resource! See
the bullet here for

how to access.

areas of interest based on the answers you gave to the questions on the

test.

Investigate Careers
We often don't realize what careers are even available! Do some research.
Use http://online.onetcenter.org/ (this site is HUGE) to get more
information about each career, including median salary, job prospects,

education needed, daily tasks, etc.

You can also talk to people about their jobs. Consider an internship or job

shadowing experience.

Go online to any large college or university’s website. (www.colostate.edu,
for example) Look up their list of majors. Wow! What does a person who
majors in Biomedical Technology do? Google that question and see what

turns up.




Some helpful career sites from the government: These sites have salary,
occupational outlook, videos, etc.

e http://online.onetcenter.org/

e http://www.acinet.org/acinet/

e http://www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm




Options for Getting There

OK, now your focus on what's next after high school is getting sharper. You're
beginning to have a stronger sense of your mission and purpose in life and
maybe some ideas about what kinds of work might help you accomplish that.
Perhaps your vision is a little clearer and less fuzzy now. How do you get from
high school to the start of the path that leads to where you want to go? (Or at
least takes you another step forward?)

Basically, there are four main possibilities:

1) You can pretend that nothing has changed and go on living as a kid in
your parents’ house. If this seems to be your option of choice at this
point, I strongly suggest that a) you check this out with your folks — they
may have some ideas of their own about it, and b) go back to our list of
questions at the very beginning.

2) You can continue to get training and education that will open the door for
you to do what you want or think you want to do. Many, many vocational
fields absolutely require education beyond a high school diploma. The
doors to those occupations will simply not be open to you unless you get
more schooling. In addition, many areas of our life can benefit from more
education, even if it's not strictly required.

3) You can look for and find work that is in line with your mission and
purpose or is a good first step to getting there. Many vocational fields
provide “on-the-job” (OTJ) training: some in the form of formal
apprenticeships, some less formally as part of the work. You go to work,
and while you are working you are also learning the skills and knowledge
necessary to become better in that field. This can be a great deal! You
get paid to both work and learn.

4) You can join a branch of the military. This is really a combination of 2 and
3, with its own special twist, since life in the military is distinctly different
from civilian life. Through military service you can open the door for
further education in technical skills or at college, for example, and you can
also get lots of OTJ training.

What if you're especially feeling called to “ministry” of some sort? Isn't that a
fifth option? In most cases, the answer is no — you are again looking at either 2
or 3. The ministry you want to join will either hire you and begin to train you, or
(more commonly) request that you get further education before applying.

So that's really about it. Assuming you're not serious about #1, you really only

have three major options to work with. Of course, there are literally hundreds of
possibilities within those three options, but at least we've narrowed it down to

three to start with.



So which might be for you? Well, how’d that exercise with the questions and the
section on career exploration go? What is happening in your heart and mind?
Are you leaning toward a mission in life that requires more formal education, like
a college degree or a trade-school diploma, or a license or a certificate? If you
are, then you're ready to confidently say that you need to work toward option 2.

Are you leaning toward a mission in life where the entry path is through working
and OT]J training? If you are, then of course for you it's option 3.

And what about option 4? Are you attracted to the idea of serving your country?
Are you uncertain about your life mission still, and want some additional time to
explore, live, and get ready? Are you confident of your direction toward option 2
or option 3, but don't feel like you have the money or know how to get started?
Are you comfortable submitting to the demands of military life? If you answer
“yes” to some or many of these questions, then option 4 — military service — may
be exactly where God is leading you.




Suggested Post High School Planning Schedule

1. Freshman year: This is a good time to sharpen the “What do you want to be
when you grow up?” conversations at home, and begin to discuss post-high
school options, including college, the military, technical schools, work
possibilities, etc. It's not too early to attend a college fair or visit with people
who work in fields your student might be interested in. It's also a good time
to initiate discussion about concepts of work, ministry, calling and
stewardship, if you haven't already.

2. Sophomore year: More conversation about life goals and plans. This is a
good year to invest in a book or two about vocational or life stewardship and
career planning from a Christian perspective. Also during the sophomore
year:

a. Students should take the PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) test, which also
serves as the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship. For
sophomores, it is just a practice run, but it is highly encouraged. The
PSAT is in October each year and is administered at DPCA.

b. Students who take the PSAT will begin to receive reams of college mail.
This can be very useful material for discussion.

c. Attend a college fair if possible to get more ideas.

d. Students who are interested in a military academy MUST begin the
process in the spring of their sophomore year.

3. Junior year: a number of important milestones arrive, including the following:

a. Post-high school decisions are only one year away, and the conversation
needs to become more focused as students sort through their options with
help from mom and dad.

b. The PSAT test in October should be on every junior’s schedule. The
National Merit program can result in very substantial scholarships at many
colleges, and the only opportunity to qualify is by taking the PSAT during
the fall of the junior year.

¢. Juniors should be collecting information on college or other options, and
should be discussing finances and financial aid.

d. Students who are interested in a military academy MUST begin
the process early in the fall of their junior year at the latest.

e. Attend a college fair if possible to get more ideas.

In the spring, Juniors should take both the SAT I and ACT tests. This first
round of testing is important for the students to become familiar with the
tests and the testing format, and to get an initial idea of their test scores
and what areas need further development. It is to students’ advantage to
take the tests as late in the spring as possible; however, it is frequently

__h



the earlier tests that are offered in Buena Vista. Later test dates may
require travel to an alternate test center. Students have access to test
and registration dates at school; parents may call at any time for the
same information. Registration for both tests is done online; both tests
charge a fee.

4. Senior year (includes summer prior to starting school) : All this planning

comes to the point of decision making.

In the fall of the senior year, students should re-take the SAT I and ACT
tests. Higher scores can very easily result in better scholarship offers, so
a re-take is important. Most colleges will only consider the highest score
of all attempts. If they did not take the test during the junior year, seniors
may wish to consider both a late fall and early spring testing.
Registration is online and generally should be completed by mid-
September. (earlier for earlier test dates)

During the summer and fall semester, seniors should narrow down their
choices for post-high school next steps to two-three options, and begin
developing plans for pursuing each or deciding among them. If college is
an option or the favored option, decisions about where to apply should be
made by the middle of November to the end of December. If at all
possible, students and parents should visit the campus(es) of the top 1 or
2 college choices.

College applications should be completed absolutely no later than the end
of February of the senior year. It is usually preferable to complete the
applications earlier: the college admissions offices should be consulted as
to timing. As a general rule, college applications should be
completed by the first of December if possible to ensure maximum
exposure to the financial aid process. Many college applications may now
be completed on-line.

Early Admission may be an option is you are certain that you want to go
to that college. If you are not certain, do not agree to early admission.
Please talk with Mr. R to learn more about early admission if a college
suggests it to you.

Financial questions and decisions will become more clear as test scores
are received and applications made. Here's general information, see the
later section on financial aid for more detail:

e Students and their parents will need to fill out the federal Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form available on-line
from either the US Department of Education or through college’s
web-sites. (FAFSA forms are also available through the school office)

e Most colleges award financial aid by the 1% of April each year, so it is
important to be in the pipeline as early as a careful decision can be
made. Again, be sure to consult with the college admissions office.




e Generally the FAFSA should be completed as soon as possible after
the 1% of January; parents and student MUST have completed their
tax returns for the calendar year prior to completing the FAFSA.
(Parents: if you have been in the habit of delaying filing tax returns
until the last moment, you may want to change that practice while
you have students in college. Delays in filing will cause delays in
being able to be in the financial aid system, and could easily result in
loss of assistance. Colleges are NOT generally flexible about FAFSA
deadlines.)

f. Students who are interested in the military apart from college should
begin researching military options and requirements no later than the
summer between the junior and senior years, and should consult with the
appropriate recruiter no later than November of their senior year.

g. Students who are interested in the military’s ROTC program (military
training while in college) may begin with either a college search or a
military recruiting office, and should follow the same general schedule as
applying to a college.

h. Students who are interested in one of the military academies should begin
their inquiries with the appropriate academy no later than the fall of the
junior year.

i. Students who plan to attend a technical school should follow a similar
schedule to that required for colleges.

j. Students who intend to enter the workforce following graduation may find
much helpful information through Colorado Workforce located on the web
at http://www.coworkforce.com/EMP/WFCs.asp. These students should be
actively looking for their first job by November of the senior year.

k. For a good additional resource for college-bound planning and timetables,
please visit www.collegeboard.com.

When Will We Know?

It is very normal for all of this to seem like complete chaos toward the beginning
of the process. With time, it does all come together. The Lord will lead, doors
will open and close, and eventually all the questions will be answered. Students
and parents may both need to remember and be encouraged from time to time
as you work through this that God will guide. Generally, you will be notified of
college admissions decisions within one month after making application, and of
financial aid decisions at the same time or no later than April 1 of the senior
year.



More on the Three Options

Let's review: there are basically three options available to you after high school:
work, more education, or military service. Here's a bit more on each of those
three to help you think:

Work

Work might be getting a job at the local hamburger place, or trying to get into a
field that provides OTJ training. Growing up in BV, you're likely already familiar
with the process of landing the hamburger job: you go to the business you'd like
to work for, ask for an application, fill it out and see what happens. Many other
jobs that can become full-time careers offer the same path to entry: for example,
many grocery store managers started out sacking groceries for customers. (To
become a manager, they usually eventually needed to go get more education.)
So if you have no other specific ideas, you might go to work directly from high-
school at an entry level job. The most opportunities for advancing would likely
be found in bigger companies.

Many of the “trades” that involve hands-on work that you might find to be a
good fit offer apprenticeship programs to get started, and many actually require
the apprenticeship in order to eventually earn the credentials required to have
your own business. For example, interested in becoming an electrician? You will
need to start out as an apprentice. Apprenticeship programs are often
associated with a labor union that oversees the program; another path is
through a trade school. Often apprentices can get started working for a licensed
contractor. To get started in the fields of plumbing or electrical work especially,
do an online search for " apprenticeship.”

More Education
Within this option are about four sub-options:

1. Technical/Vocational Programs: these are schools (may stand-alone or be
affiliated with a college) that offer specific training in a particular field.
Typical of these schools would be vehicle mechanics, cosmetology, some
levels of nursing, some computer careers, police academies, etc. Costs
can be comparable to college or much cheaper, depending on the field.
Programs are generally two years or less and lead to appropriate entry-
level credentials in the field.

2. Specialty Programs: typically connected with the Arts or Business, these
are usually one- to two-year programs at special-purpose schools with
costs comparable to college. Similar credentials plus additional education
can often be had for a similar cost at a college. If you are interested in
one of these schools, it is very important to check out the school’s
reputation and record before paying any money or agreeing to enroll.



3. Community or Junior Colleges: the least expensive college option,
Community or Junior colleges offer one- and two-year programs, either
leading to career specific credentials similar to a trade school, or leading
to a career specific Associate’s Degree, or leading to a general Associate’s
Degree in preparation for transfer to a four-year college for further
academic work. Two-year Community colleges often do not require
students to live on campus, which can reduce costs still further. Many
Community colleges offer programs similar to Trade Schools but include
some of the amenities of college life such as sports teams and dorm life,
so the two-year college can also be an excellent option if you are
interested in a “hands-on” vocational field.

4. “Senior” or “Four-year” Colleges and Universities: Generally the most
expensive post-high school educational option, but also potentially the one
that results in the most vocational options and possibilities in the long run.
Successful completion of the four-year program of your choice leads to
the Bachelor’s Degree.

This is a necessary level of achievement for some vocational fields, but
definitely not for all, so you should investigate your interests before
assuming that you should go to college. The first two years generally
emphasize “general education requirements;” the final two years then
becoming more field-specific. (This is why some students have found
success attending a community college for the first two years and then
transferring. However, some professional fields such as Engineering begin
field-specific work right away; transferring from a Community College may
not be an option, or may require additional years of college which would
negate any savings from spending two years at the Community college.)

“Professional” fields such as Engineering, Law, Medicine, Architecture,
Computer Design, Education, Psychology, Pastoral and Youth Ministry,
Scientific Research, and many more require a Bachelor’s Degree as an
entry-level credential; many require additional academic credentials such
as the Master’s or Doctoral degrees to progress in the field. If you are
interested in or feel called to one of these fields, you will need to assume
that at some point you will need to complete a four-year college program.

One advantage to the four-year college (and one of the reasons they are
so expensive) is that these institutions offer the most comprehensive
selection of extra-curricular, enrichment, and personal development
programs and training.

Military Service

Within the choice of military service are two very distinct paths of service,
progress, and advancement: the enlisted ranks and the officer corps.



Enlisted Personnel make up the bulk of Armed Forces personnel and can enter
into military service directly from high school. Enlistees typically begin by
entering “boot camp” and then progress to training in their chosen specialty field
(for example, in the Army and Marines, a Military Occupational Specialty, or
MQOS; in the Air Force, an AFSC or Air Force Specialty Code). Enlisted personnel
begin as “Recruits”, and then in the Army or Marines, for example, may progress
through the ranks of Private, Private First Class, and so on up to multiple levels
of Sergeants. At the sergeant level, enlisted servicemen and women are usually
in charge of small units that carry out commands from higher-ranking officers.
During their term of enlistment (typically 4 or 5 years), enlisted personnel work
within their specialty field and receive ongoing training in that specialty.

Some military experience applies very effectively to the civilian world, while some
results in more limited options. If military enlistment is an option, you will want
to be using the other sections of this handbook to think about what you might
like to do after the term of enlistment is complete — for example, career military
service, or transition to a civilian occupation? Enlistment also carries benefits for
future college education, which can of course lead to preparation for a civilian
career or the possibility of staying within the military but transferring to the
officer ranks.

The branches of military service available to you as an enlistee are the Army, Air
Force, Marines, Navy, and Coast Guard. If you are ready for adventure, can
enjoy the discipline and mission of a military lifestyle, are looking for a way to
serve people and your country, and perhaps would like to earn some money to
pay for college, the enlisted ranks may be a good fit for you. A call or visit to a
recruiter who works for the branch of the military you are most interested in can
get the process started, and does not immediately obligate you. Visiting with a
recruiter to learn more may be an excellent way to help determine if in fact you
and the military would be a good fit. Recruiting offices for all branches can be
found in Pueblo, Colorado Springs, and Denver. We can also often arrange for
recruiting personnel to visit with you at DPCA. Please speak with Mr. Ritschard if
you are interested in having a recruiter come to school.

Officers are the leaders of the military who make larger-scale command decisions
and oversee several or many smaller units. Becoming a military officer requires
a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree followed by specialized military

training. Routes to the officer ranks include going to one of the military
academies, joining the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) program at a
college or university, or completing your college education first and then applying
to a branch of service for Officer Candidate’s School.

If you are a highly motivated student with excellent grades and a very solid work
ethic who is attracted to military service, either ROTC or a military academy



could be an excellent choice. One advantage to these options is that with the
academies and some ROTC scholarships, your college work can be completely
paid for. Of course in exchange you owe the American people a specified term
of service (usually five or six years depending on your chosen specialty) after
you graduate from college and are commissioned as an officer.

Academy options include the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs,
Colorado; the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in Highland Falls, New York
(Army); the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland (Navy and Marines), the
U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New London, Connecticut, and the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy at King'’s Point in Great Neck, New York (All military branches as
well as Merchant Marine service).

Entrance to any of the Academies is highly competitive and requires
congressional or presidential appointment as well as the typical college
admissions process. High grade point averages, outstanding college entrance
exam scores, and a fine record of achievement and service are required for
appointment and admission. Applicants must also be physically fit and able to
pass a comprehensive medical exam. Due to the nature of the appointment and
admissions process, students who wish to be considered for one of the military
academies should be engaged in the process absolutely no later than early fall of
the junior year.

Each year (typically in the spring) the military academies and Colorado
congressional office staffers offer “Colorado Military Academy Information Day.”
Attendance at the information day is highly recommended for students interested
in pursuing admission to a military academy.

The ROTC program is another excellent path to officer candidacy. Prospective
students begin gathering information and experiences during high school, so that
they can apply for ROTC scholarships early in the fall of the senior year, and
then attend college at an institution that includes the ROTC training

program. Many ROTC and service Academy applicants also participate in
leadership seminars at one of the Academies just after their junior year. During
college, ROTC students engage in military training and service; following college
they are usually commissioned and then attend further officer training.

Typically while in college, officer candidates are known as cadets; following
commissioning, officers can progress through the officer ranks depending on
expertise, qualifications, years of service, and experience.

So, Which One?

So, which of these options is best? That depends on you, and as we’ve been
saying, what you are feeling excited about and led to do.



For those of you who see yourselves in a profession that requires a college
education, you will need to continue on with the college search, understanding
college financing, and being sure that you do all the things that are needed to
successfully transition from high school to college. The remainder of this
handbook is devoted to the college process...

The College Search

There are somewhere around 3200 colleges in the U.S. How is a student
supposed to narrow down the list of options?

Two types:

Again, there are two basic types of college: Community or junior colleges, and
“four-year” colleges and universities. Community colleges offer one- or two-year
programs leading to a certificate of some kind or an Associate’s Degree.

“Four-year” colleges and universities offer programs of study leading to
Bachelor’s Degrees, or for some, five- or six-year programs leading to the
Master’s Degree. Doctoral programs of all kinds require additional study beyond
the Master’s Degree.

The career field you are interested in determines whether you need an
Associates, Bachelor’s, or Master’s degree to get started in the field. You can
learn what kind of degree is required by asking your teachers, others who are
working in the field, or doing some research online. The question of how much
college is needed to get started is an important one — you don't want to start
into a career field thinking four years of college will be suitable if you really need
SiX.

You can also attend a community or junior college for two years to earn some of
your degree requirements, then transfer to a four-year institution to finish a
higher degree.

Questions to Ask:

How do you start to make contact with colleges you might be interested in?
Your first step is likely to the PSAT test which you take at DPCA your sophomore
and junior years. Colleges will get your contact information from the test and
start sending you information. You can slo go online and do searches for college
that have features that appeal to you and then request information from the
school.

Once you've made contact with some schools you might be interested in, it is
helpful to ask a series of questions of each school.



The first question is, “Does this college have the program of study that I want?”
The best college in the world for every other reason is no good if it doesn’t offer
the right program of study.

Next questions might include, Private or public? Christian or secular? Single-
gender or co-ed? Location relative to home? Affordability of transportation to and
from college? and eventually, affordability of the college itself. (But you must
keep in mind - affordability CANNOT be determined by the published sticker
price: you must apply to the college and apply for financial aid before you can
really compare by price. See the next section on college finances.)

The relative importance of these questions depends on you and on your answers
to the questions you have been exploring with God about your life and vocation.

Here are some further questions that you might ask college admissions
counselors early on to help you decide where to apply:

e What is distinctive about the college? What are its strengths and weaknesses?

e (For a Christian college) What is spiritual life on campus like? What opportunities
will T have to grow my faith; to participate in missions?

e What is the size of the student body? What percent of applicants are accepted?

¢ When do you begin accepting applications?

What is admission based upon? (test scores, GPA, rank in class, etc.) What high

school courses are necessary for acceptance?

What characteristics of a student are important to the admissions staff?

What percent of first year students return as sophomores?

What percent of entering students actually graduate?

Do most students graduate in four years?

How do I find out about scholarships, aid grants, student work programs or other

programs that will help finance my college education? What forms do you require

for Financial Aid?

e What are the costs? Tuition and fees? Room and board? Other?

e What is the housing system like? Where do freshmen live? Are the dorms single-
gender or coed? What's the safety record of your campus?

e Describe the studying environment.

So you've started to narrow down your choices a bit, but you end up with a few
colleges that all offer the program you want, and meet your other general
criteria. How do you get even more selective?

Here’s a list of further questions to ask the colleges you are most interested in to
continue to get a “feel” for the school and how life might look for you on
campus:

e Do students leave campus on the weekends?
e Is housing guaranteed for first year students?



¢ What meal plans are available?
Can I have a car on campus? Do I need one? Is there an extra cost for parking?

e What do students do to have fun? What activities could I participate in?
(newspaper, orchestra, choral group, radio station, drama etc.)

e What intramural sports are available? Club sports?
Describe student life on campus.

e What were some social or academic issues that concerned students last year?
How did the administration react? What was the result?

e What kinds of activities does the student government organize? Do students
attend the activities?

e Are there Christian activities available? How many attend these?

e Are classes taught by professors or by teacher’s assistants?

e What percentage of freshman classes are taught by teacher’s assistants?

e How does the class registration process work for freshmen? Do freshmen usually
have any difficulty getting the classes they need?

e What is the average class size for freshmen?

e Describe the relationship between the faculty and students.

e What is the student-faculty ratio?

e Whose responsibility is academic advising and when does it occur?

e Are there programs for overseas studies?

¢ Does the college help students find internships in my major field?

e What are the three most popular majors on campus?

e What percent of graduates who apply to law school are admitted? Med School?

e Do you have a Placement Center on campus for Grad schools, jobs and

internships?

e Describe the process of transferring into this institution after attending a two-
year community college or from another four-year college.

¢ What would be the typical course requirements for a freshman?

e Are students of faith encouraged/discouraged in their faith by professors in the
classroom?

Questions like these can certainly help your thinking, but again let me encourage
you to pay close attention to your prayer life and other ways in which the Lord is
working in your life. Ask Him where He wants you to be! Expect Him to lead
you!




College Financial and Scholarship Information

Paying for college can seem to be a very daunting proposition: for most families,
college is expensive! There are many factors that enter in to the financial picture
however, so here we've made a list to help you identify important elements of
college finances and how you might find help with your college plans.

1. Itis very important for parents and students to understand that very few pay
the “sticker price” attached to a college education. Students and parents
should make their early choices based on programs and environment desired.
A wise plan may be to have at least one “dream” college, one next choice,
and one “affordable” choice. Private colleges always carry a much higher
“sticker price” than public institutions, but you may not actually have to pay
much more, depending on financial aid awards.

2. The true cost of going to any college cannot be determined before
completion of the FAFSA form, application to the college, and application for
college scholarships.

a. For example, a student could apply to a state institution, (total “sticker
price” of $16,000 -22,000/year), receive $5,500 in aid, and be required to
pay about $11,000/year out-of-pocket.

b. The same student could apply to a private institution (total “sticker price”
about $40,000/year), receive $25,000 in aid, and be required to pay about
$15,000/year out-of-pocket. The difference between the two, in the end,
may not amount to enough to determine the decision when considering
other factors.

¢. Many students have ended up paying less for a private college education
than they would have for a public one, thanks to winning significant
scholarships. If you are interested in a private college, you must “try and
apply” before you can know!

3. Since parents and students have no way of knowing how scholarship
applications or federal aid grants will turn out ahead of time, affordability
issues should really not be decided until after all the forms and applications
have been completed, and true out-of-pocket costs can be compared.
Please! This is very important! Many have said "I cannot afford college
(or such and such college)” before they even fill out the forms and apply.
Most students do qualify for at least some financial aid, so please do apply
and go through the process before deciding.

4. The least expensive college available (based on “sticker price”) is community
college. Community colleges typically offer 2-year degree (Associate Degree)
programs and may be an excellent option, but those seeking a four-year
(Bachelor’s) degree will ultimately have to transfer to a four-year college or



university. At transfer time, there will be relatively few scholarships available
(especially based on merit) compared to what is available for first-time
freshmen. It is possible that cost savings from attending community college
for the first two years will be offset by higher costs later, so parents will
probably want to make careful inquiry with college financial aid offices at the
college to which the student will be transferring in two years. (Do not ask
the community college’s financial aid office — they will not know unless they
have a direct relationship with the college or university in question)

. College financial aid basically comes from four sources:

a. The federal government: Need-based aid that is totally dependent on the
completion of the FAFSA form. If you do not complete the form, you
cannot get federal aid. Federal aid can be either grants (like the Pell
Grant), which do not have to be repaid, or subsidized loans to students
(like the Stafford Loan), which do have to be repaid, but not until after the
student completes his or her education.

b. The colleges themselves: Need-based and merit-based aid determined by
financial need or by test scores and grade point averages. Both can be
very significant awards, and are almost always grants, not needing to be
paid back. Most are renewable every year as long as the student
maintains a certain grade point average. Application is made through the
college. Merit-based college scholarships are heavily tilted toward first-
time freshmen. Most colleges rely on the FAFSA form for their
institutional award decisions also; again, if you do not complete the form,
you cannot get the assistance.

c. Private scholarship foundations such as the Elks Club, Optimist Club,
Boettcher Foundation, etc. Application is made directly to the
organization, or in the cases of foundations supporting specific college
programs, through the colleges.

d. Personal loans, often taken out by the parents, though some are available
for students.

. College financial aid and taxes: Parents please note — in order to complete
the FAFSA form, both you and your student will need to have completed your
tax return(s) for the previous year. (For example, if you are applying for aid
for fall semester 2015, a FAFSA form will need to be completed and turned in
as early as possible in the winter/spring of 2015, which means you will need
to have your 2014 taxes complete as soon as possible after the 1% of January
2015.) Your student cannot apply for most forms of financial aid without the
FAFSA form, and cannot complete the FAFSA form without your tax
information. If you have an unusual tax situation that requires delays, you
may wish to consult with a tax preparer and the college financial aid office to
determine how to proceed. This will be true every year your student is in
college, as a new FAFSA form is required each year.



7. What about debt for college? This is a very personal decision that you will
probably want to make carefully and prayerfully. On the one hand, college
debt can be a heavy burden, on the other, a significant number of vocations
simply require a college degree; the decision not to go to college is also a
serious one that can be a vocational burden for years. On average, college
grads will earn tens of thousands more over a lifetime than non-grads and
have many more vocational opportunities, leading many to conclude that
college is a fundamental investment that pays huge returns and is therefore
worth some debt. However, some fields that require a college degree do not
pay particularly well (especially many ministry fields) and a heavy debt load
may be especially difficult to manage. The question of debt, then, is one that
must be carefully examined. A guideline that many have found helpful is not
to let total debt exceed the approximate cost of an economy to average car
for all four years of schooling. (Perhaps about $15-30,000) A realistic
assessment of the likely pay or salary following college graduation can also
be a helpful determining factor. College financial aid offices and the Federal
Department of Education have helpful worksheets for helping students
determine manageable levels of debt.

A huge number of print and internet sources are available to assist parents and
students with preparation for the years after high school. By Googling your
question online, you are likely to be directed to helpful sites. However, steer
clear of sites that ask you to pay a fee for the information: all of this can be had
for free from various sources. Ask Mr. Ritschard or Mrs. Akers if you need help!

Local/State Scholarships:

Local scholarship information will be supplied to DPCA students as it becomes
available through the year. Students need to pay close attentions to deadlines. A
few examples include: (there are many more)

e Boettcher scholarship (must be invited to apply, based on position in
senior class, high academic merit, and GPA.) Deadline is usually last week
in October.

e Daniels Fund. http://www.danielsfund.org/Apply.asp. Based on need,
residence in Colorado, other criteria. Application deadline is November 15.

e Optimist Club, Car Club, American Legion, Elks, Rotary, Sangre de Christo
REA: Information is typically provided to DPCA each spring and passed on
to seniors. Criteria varies by organization. Deadlines are typically from
March through early May.

Some Online Scholarship Resources

(Links valid at time of publication; dates are deadlines for application. These are just
some of the possibilities!)



QuestBridge College Match Scholarship Program High achieving seniors,
need, Sept. 30 www.questbridge.org

Wendy's High School Heisman Award 3.0 GPA, participate in at least one
HS sport, Oct. 1, www.wendysheisman.com/

Young Arts Awards cinema, dance, music, photo, theater, voice, visual
arts, writing, Oct.16, www.youngarts.org

Horatio Alger Scholarship need, integrity, perseverance overcoming
adversity, Oct. 30, www.horatioalger.org/scholarships

Elks Club Most Valuable Student Scholarship, Need, GPA, activities, Nov.
2, www.elks.org/enf/scholars

Nat'l Science & Math to Retain Talent Grant 3.0, eligible for Pell Grant,
Major in technical field, After Jan. 1,
http://www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov/clcf/grants.html

National TEACH Grant, plan to teach in a "high need" field, After Jan. 1,
http://www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov/clcf/grants.html

Gates Millenium Scholarship African Am, Am. Indian, Asian Am., Hispanic
Am., 3.3, need, Jan. 11, www.gmsp.org/publicweb/Scholarships.aspx
Sam Walton Community Scholarship 2.5 gpa, not a dependent of Wal-
mart employee, Jan. 29,
http://walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving/8732.aspx

Susan G. Komen for the Cure College Scholarship Award, Lost parent to
breast cancer, Feb. 15,
wwb5.komen.org/ResearchGrants/CollegeScholarshipAward.html

ESA Foundation Endowments Scholarship,s varies- see list on web for
scholarships, Feb. 1, www.esaintl.com/esaf

KFC Colonel's Scholars financial need, 2.75 GPA, Feb. 10,
www.kfcscholars.org

Delta Kappa Gamma $500 Grant-in-aid, Non need based, women major in
education, Feb. 15, see guidance office for app.

National FFA Scholarship, FFA members, Feb. 15, www.ffa.org/

Scholar Athlete Milk Mustache of the Year (SAMMY), academics, athletics,
leadership, community service, Mar. 5, http://sammy.bodybymilk.com/
Abbot & Fenner Scholarship, Write an essay, open to 11th, 12th & current
college students, June 19, www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm

Additional Scholarship Resources:

University of Arizona has a list of scholarships that may be worth
investigating: financialaid.arizona.edu/scholarships
Resources/scholarships for Hispanic students http://www.hsf.net/
Additional National search engines https://studentaid.ed.gov,
collegeanswer.com, fastweb.com, collegenet.com, scholarships.com,
educationquest.org, scholarshipexperts.com, schoolsoup.com,




http://apps.collegeboard.com/cbsearch_ss/welcome.jsp,
scholarshipmonkey.com

These do not include college specific scholarships, so see your colleges’
websites for these specifics.

Finances are again a great place to anticipate that God will work and then see
Him work. Where is He providing for you to go? How is the financial picture
contributing to your overall sense of where the Lord is leading you? Be patient as
the financial picture develops; anticipate that the Lord will work through the
financial piece as well as through your other concerns.




Recommendations for Success at College

Going to pursue a college degree? The College Board recommends the following
"5 Steps to Success.” Please see more information at www.collegeboard.com.

1. Take challenging courses all four years. For college preparation, you will
generally need the following high school classes:

a. 4 years of English

b. 3-4 years of math (must include at least algebra and geometry)

c. 3-4 years of science (must usually include at least one “laboratory”
science. At DPCA, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics are all lab
sciences.)

d. 3-4 years of social studies

e. 2-4 years of foreign language

2. Take the tests: PSAT sophomore and junior years; ACT and SAT 1 junior
and senior years.

3. Prepare for college work: become proficient at reading and writing.
Improve your skills at problem solving. Broaden your understanding by
visiting museums, aquariums, historical societies, etc.

4. Think about you: what do you love? What do you want to study? From a
DPCA and Biblical perspective, what is God leading you toward? What has
He built into you in terms of interests, talents, and gifts? What can you
pursue in college that will be the right fit for the person God has created
you to be?

5. Find out more: talk to your teachers and school staff about college, and
ask older students about their college experience. Explore college
websites on-line, look carefully at college mail.

Important! Please note: For students who are serious about exploring
options for their future, the spring of the junior year, summer between junior
and senior years, and especially the senior year are very busy times. Parents
can help students a great deal by preparing them for the fact that there will
be many decisions to discuss, much paperwork to complete, and a great deal
of planning and thinking in addition to the junior and senior year course
loads. A serious student who is diligently pursuing several options and
scholarships should expect as much “*homework” related to the college search
and scholarship process as for a high school class.

Students who wish to compete for good scholarships must also be aware that
the senior year is an important part of their academic profile, and should
contain a full load of rigorous courses.

Also of importance: colleges may withdraw acceptance and financial aid

packages if the student does not complete high school at the same level of
accomplishment as he or she was achieving when the college application was



first submitted. For example, if a student had a 3.2 GPA at the time of
application, but only earned a 2.0 GPA during the final semester of high
school, a college can legally withdraw acceptance and/or change the financial
aid offer. It is important to finish well!

Seniors should plan to complete many scholarship applications during the
course of their year, and some deadlines are early in the year. Put all this
together, and the senior year especially is very full!

And Questions We Haven't Covered Here?

Please ask Mrs. Akers or Mr. Ritschard or your other teachers or your parents
when you have questions — it is an honor and privilege for us to walk along with
you on your journey to “What happens after high school.”




